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Animal Farm

Vienna State Opera, 18.06.2026 [ENA]

Animal Farm at the world famous Wiener Staatsoper is one of those most rare operatic evenings that
manages to be both intellectually acute and immediately theatrical. Alexander Raskatov’s adaptation of
Orwell’s dystopian classic does not merely retell a familiar story of revolt and betrayal; it turns that story
into an unsettlingly vivid and impressive stage experience.

It is an experience where political allegory, grotesque humor, and musical invention collide with relentless
force. What emerges is a performance that feels less like a conventional opera than a sharply focused moral
drama for our time. The enduring power of the work lies in its clarity. Orwell’s story is well known, but
Raskatov and his collaborators avoid treating it as a museum piece. Instead, they expose the painful logic of
the plot with remarkable precision: the promise of liberation gives way to manipulation, language becomes
a weapon, and the dream of equality is gradually hollowed out from within. That trajectory is disturbing
because it is so recognizable, and the opera makes that recognition almost physical. 

One does not simply follow the downfall of the animals; one feels the mechanisms of corruption tighten
around them. Damiano Michieletto’s production intensifies this effect by embracing the work’s darker
theatrical imagination. The staging does not overdecorate Orwell’s allegory. Instead, it sharpens it, making
the world of the farm feel degraded, precarious, and morally exposed. There is a bleak elegance in the way
the production allows irony and horror to coexist. The comic elements are never denied, but they are never
allowed to become harmless. This balance is essential to the evening’s success, because Animal Farm
depends on the audience sensing how absurdity and violence can inhabit the same system of power.

Raskatov’s music is crucial to this experience. The score has a restless, mobile quality that mirrors the
instability of the drama itself. It does not aim for lush emotional saturation; rather, it sharpens character,
action, and transformation with a kind of mercurial wit. That compositional approach gives the opera its
bite. The music can feel sly, brittle, feverish, and suddenly severe, often within the space of a few moments,
and this volatility suits Orwell’s world perfectly. It is a score that listens closely to language while also
exposing the violence hidden inside slogans and political phrases.

One of the strongest aspects of the production is its ensemble energy. With a large cast of distinct roles, the
opera creates a social organism rather than a collection of individual showcases. This is important, because
the story is fundamentally about collective aspiration and collective surrender. The animals are not just
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figures in a fable; they are a society in motion, vulnerable to persuasion, fear, and repetition. The
performance gains its force from that communal dimension, making the audience watch not only the rise of
authority, but the gradual internalization of obedience.

The Vienna State Opera is an ideal house for a work like this because it can give the production the scale
and seriousness it requires. At the same time, the opera’s compact dramatic architecture prevents the
evening from feeling grand in the traditional sense. Its power lies in concentration. The audience is drawn
into a compressed political world where every gesture matters and every reversal carries moral weight. That
concentration gives the performance a rare intensity, and it allows the production to feel contemporary
without resorting to superficial modernization.

What lingers after the performance is the ache of recognition. Animal Farm is devastating because it
understands how ideals are betrayed not in one spectacular act, but through a series of plausible small steps:
a softened phrase here, a rewritten rule there, a tolerated lie, a reluctant silence. The opera gives those steps
theatrical shape, and in doing so it reminds us that political catastrophe often arrives disguised as necessity.
That is why the piece feels so alive: it is not only about a fictional farm, but about the fragility of truth
wherever power begins to speak for the people it is in the process of dominating.

In the end, this performance at the Wiener Staatsoper stands out for its intelligence, severity, and theatrical
discipline. It is a production that trusts the audience to confront discomfort rather than escape it, and it
rewards that trust with an evening of striking clarity and emotional weight. Few operas make allegory feel
so immediate, and few productions make warning feel so artfully, and so urgently, alive.

Bericht online lesen: https://kurtlehberger.en-a.de/kunst_kultur_und_musik/animal_farm-93852/
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